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1. Authority

Pol. 225

218.3. WEAPONS

Any student found in possession of/or transporting a weapon during school hours or
activities on school property, regardless of intent, will immediately be reported to
the local police, scheduled for an informal hearing, cited for a ten (10) day
suspension, and presented to the School Board for formal expulsion hearing
proceedings in accordance with Pennsylvania School Code. The term weapons refers
to, but is not limited to, any loaded or unloaded firearm (including pellet guns, B.B.
guns, and look-alike firearms); any knife (Bowie, Dirk, lock-blade, hunting or pen);
or any other tool or instrument that could be reasonably labeled as a violation of this
section (chains, brass knuckles, night-sticks, ax handles), or anything else that is
viewed as a weapon by school officials and police. A student is deemed to be in
possession of an illegal and/or banned item(s) under this section when such item(s)
is found on the person of the student, in his/her possession or in his/her locker on
school property or on property being used by the school or at any school function or
activity, or any school event held away from the school, or while the student is on
his/her way to or from school.

Notification Procedures

Any school employee shall immediately inform the principal who will conduct the
complete investigation. Upon confiscation, the principal must immediately notify
and/or summon:

1. thelocal police;

2. the Superintendent and school solicitor; and

3. the parents of any and all students involved in the incident.

Upon just cause for suspicion of possession of a weapon, the principal will request
the student to volunteer to be searched by a school official (in the presence of a
witness). If the student resists being searched, the principal will immediately

summon the police and request assistance in this matter from the local police.
Parents should be notified as soon as possible.
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The principal will collaborate with the Superintendent and develop a public
statement as well as determine the most effective method for informing school
personnel. The Superintendent will inform the Board as soon as measures have been
taken to eliminate any immediate danger associated with the incident.

Investigation Responsibilities

The principal will coordinate the informal hearing procedure, e.g., investigation,
securing written statements, witness statements and anecdotal records substantiating
the charges of possession, transmitting, and/or transporting a weapon, the
informative and notification requirements for a formal hearing for expulsion
proceedings in accordance with Pennsylvania School Code, with the assistance of
the Superintendent.
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